San Diego Tropical Fish Society’s Annual Show Rules 
Revised 2025
General Rules
· Each competitive class is sponsored by an organization or by one or more individuals. The society may sponsor any class in the approved list that has an entry in the show and has not been sponsored.
· Non-competitive entries are welcome, free of charge, on a space available basis.
· All equipment and supplies should be labeled and identified with the owner’s name and located so that it will not be visible to the judges or public.
· The entry sheets may be reproduced if additional copies are required.
· Air hoses, filters, etc. should be well hidden in all aquarium categories, and points are taken off if visible in the decorated aquarium categories.
· Aquariums featuring curved glass or a bow front may only be entered in the Novelty class, and any fish or plants within them will not be judged.
Show Rules
· All exhibitors in the aquarium division of the San Diego Tropical Fish Society’s Annual Show shall be governed by these rules. The interpretation and enforcement of these rules and regulations shall be the responsibility of the Show Committee.
· Exhibitors may not judge any class in which they are competing.
· Judges will not disturb the aqua scaping of decorated aquariums to find fish that are hiding. It is possible that your fish may not be judged if it is hiding.
· All living exhibits must have been owned and maintained by the exhibitor for at least 30 days prior to the show. Art, crafts, and photographs must be produced by the exhibitor.
· The show committee may reclassify incorrectly placed entries.
· Exhibitors of aquariums more than 48” in length or 30-gallon capacity must provide their own stands and air supplies.
· Exhibitors of aquaria more than 22” from front to back may be required to provide their own stands and air supplies.
· All aquariums are required to have backgrounds; the only exceptions are round aquariums and novelty aquariums.
· Only persons authorized by the show committee will be allowed in the show room during judging hours.
· Juniors may receive help in lifting heavy items but must aquascape their tanks without any assistance from adults.
· Aquariums must be large enough and properly filtered or aerated to ensure the health, safety and well-being of the fish. Aquariums with a proportionally small biomass to tank size need not be filtered or aerated but must be cleared with the show committee. Any exhibitor in doubt about this rule should check with the show committee.
· Due to a limited electrical supply, heaters may not be used. Exceptions may be granted by the show committee.
· Custom aquariums must be examined and approved by the show committee before they are filled with water. They must be safe beyond reasonable doubt to gain approval.
· Diseased, malformed, dangerous and illegal fish or illegal plants may not be exhibited.
· Exhibits may not be removed before 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.
· On Sunday, exhibits shall be off the stands by 5:00 p.m. and removed from the show room by 6:00 p.m. Exhibits violating these times will become property of the San Diego Tropical Fish Society.
· The decisions of the Judges are final.
· After set-up, exhibits are under the care of the show committee and may not be handled by anyone without the permission of the show committee or their approved designate.
· The following activities are prohibited in the exhibit area:
· No Sale of fish, artwork, or any other goods or services without prior permission of the SDTFS Board of Directors and the show committee.
· No Consumption of alcoholic beverages.
· No Smoking of any kind
· The show will be open to the public after the judging is complete.
· Neither food nor medication will be provided by the show committee. Feeding any exhibit is not permitted during the hours the show is open to the public.
